The recent independence referendum campaign in Scotland has brought nationalism to the forefront of public discourse. As well as having a profound effect on the ongoing discussion surrounding the various identities within the purported 'community of nations' that currently make up the North Atlantic archipelago, the debate regarding how Scotland should be governed has also solidified the prominent role of an overtly nationalist party in Scottish and by extension The editor, John Breuilly, introduces the thirty-six essays comprising the Handbook, presenting an exordium on the 'concepts, approaches [and] theories' of nationalism. In particular, he highlights the historical specificity of nationalism contra other political ideologies such as liberalism, socialism and conservativism which espouse universalist and transhistorical ideas. Outlining the history of the notion of collective societies based on 'national' identity, the editor provides a concise précis of the topics discussed throughout the volume.
Elsewhere, several studies examine nationalism's relationship to other political theories.
John Schwarzmantel in particular offers a thought-provoking analysis of nationalism's relationship to socialist internationalism. While the exclamation in The Communist Manifesto that 'the working men have no country' may be considered emblematic of socialism's abrogation of national identity in favour of an economic view of societal structure, Schwarzmantel shows how 'the relationship between nationalism and socialist internationalism was […] reciprocal' (p. 639). 'Socialists,' Schwarzmantel argues, 'had to accept that they worked, though not exclusively, in a national context' (p. 639). Such is the power of nationalism, it permeates discourses which consciously attempt to elide its compelling appeal.
Paul Lawrence's chapter, entitled concludes the collection with an apt examination of the role of historiography in formulating our understanding of how the narratives of nationalism and nationalist thought have developed.
As this admirable and broad-ranging collection of erudite scholarship shows, nationalism remains a significant and substantial presence in socio-cultural relations. Constant examination and re-examination of its various historical formulations and manifestations facilitates a clearer understanding of its multifaceted character.
